THE ADVENT OF THE REFORMATION
back, but the King of France, Louis XII, patched up the
business by offering to marry Henry's young sister Mary, a
girl of sixteen. Louis was fifty-seven, and three months after
the wedding he was dead. His widow married, greatly to
the anger of Henry (who was always being duped by those
about him), a friend of his own, the son of his father's standard-
bearer, one Charles Brandon, who had been made Duke of
Suffolk when he was on an embassy to the Netherlands. The
successor to Louis XII, the young King Francis I, pushed
over the Alps and recovered Milan, and the new Medici Pope,
Leo X, looking round him for allies and desirous of having
the support of England in whatever might befall in the new
state of affairs, made Wolsey, who had already been made
Archbishop of York, a Cardinal. He was installed in West-
minster Abbey at the end of the year 1515, and just before
Christmas was made Chancellor—which was then the supreme
office in the government of England, like a modern executive
and judiciary rolled into one. He was not yet Papal Legate, a
position which would have given him a certain control of the
Church in England as well, but that was soon to come. Mean-
while he used his power magnificently to make great endow-
ments, and especially to found a new college at Oxford (now
known as Christ Church) on a scale hitherto unknown. For
this purpose he obtained leave from the Pope to suppress
certain small monasteries, take their revenues, put the inmates
into larger establishments, and use the property for his new
endowments. To do this work he used a certain agent, Thomas
Cromwell, of whom we shall hear more later.
The Outbreak of Religious Revolt on the Continent*
While all these things, which appeared so important to the
men of the time—alliances, victories and defeats, and the rest—
were in progress, with Wolsey already dreaming of the Papacy
and scheming, to the delight of Henry, to increase the English
power abroad, there took place an incident which seemed
insignificant enough but which was the starting-point of that
great catastrophe in which Christendom broke asunder.
On All Saints' Day, November i, 1517, on the door of the
Castle Chapel at Wittenburg, in Saxony, where notices of
academic disputes were pinned up (for there was a newly founded
university there), appeared a list of ninety-five short academic
theses to be defended.
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